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Green Man, Earth Angel explores the central role of imagination for understanding the place of

humans in the cosmos. Tom Cheetham suggests that lives can only be completely whole if human

beings come to recognize that the human and natural worlds are part of a vast living network and

that the material and spiritual worlds are deeply interconnected. Central to this reimagining is an

examination of the place of language in human life and art and in the worldview that the prophetic

religions Judaism, Christianity, and Islam presuppose. If human language is experienced only as a

subset of a vastly more-than-human whole, then it is not only humans who speak, but also God and

the world with all its creatures. If humans internal poetry and creative imaginations are part of a

greater conversation, then language can have the vital power to transform the human soul, and the

soul of the world itself."
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We can get a clear introductory sense of Cheetham's thesis and arguments in this book from the

"Back Cover":"Green Man, Earth Angel explores the central role of imagination for understanding

the place of humans in the cosmos. Tom Cheetham suggests that lives can only be completely

whole if human beings come to recognize that the human and natural worlds are part of a vast living

network and that the material and spiritual worlds are deeply interconnected. Central to this

reimagining is an examination of the place of language in human life and art and in the worldview

that the prophetic religions--Judaism, Christianity, and Islam--presuppose. If human language is



experienced only as a subset of a vastly more-than-human whole, then it is not only humans who

speak, but also God and the world with all its creatures. If humans' internal poetry and creative

imaginations are part of a greater conversation, then language can have the vital power to transform

the human soul, and the soul of the world itself."While there are many ways to review a book, within

the discipline of hermeneutics two ways to understand a text are brought into focus by

Gadamer:"The real meaning of a text as it addresses the interpreter does not just depend on the

occasional factors which characterizer the author .... [I]t is always co-determined by the historical

situation of the interpreter and thus by the whole course of history.... The meaning of a text

surpasses its author not occasionally, but always. Thus understanding is not a reproductive

procedure, but rather always also a productive one." [Gadamer, H. G. (1977). Philosophical

Hermeneutics. (L. E. David, Ed., & L. E. David, Trans.) Berkeley: University of California Press. P.

xxv.
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